Performance Measures Beyond the Mainstream: Incorporating Economic

Development in Transportation Decision Making, Puget Sound Regional Council

Background

On June 20, 2014 the Transportation Research Board's Statewide Multimodal Planning Committee partnered with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) to hold a one-day peer exchange
in Scottsdale, Arizona on performance measurement of accessibility, economic development, and health impacts of transportation. Charlie
Howard of the Puget Sound Regional Council presented on the topic of economic development.

Overview

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) has multiple planning documents that support economic development in the Seattle, Washington
region. These documents include Vision 2040, the guiding planning document for region, the Transportation 2040 plan, and the Regional
Economic Strategy.
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Draft Transportation 2040 performance measures include:
e Freight mobility is improved
e  Access to transportation is improved (for all)
e Access to jobs/ activities/ education and opportunities is improved

Each of these broad performance measurement categories are connected to more specific projects and measurement goals.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementation

e How to anticipate the future impact on job retention and creation (measures are all model-based)
How to truly measure improvements to productivity caused by transportation investment, multiple outcomes (economic growth,
access to opportunity, distribution of economic growth, etc)

e Reconciling the Triple Bottom Line: People, Prosperity, Planet

e “Economic Advantage,” as the competitive edge is a difficult concept to measure

The peer exchange summary report can be found at: http://www.planning.dot.gov/Peer/Arizona/scottsdale 6-20-14 performance outcomes.pdf
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