TPEA Nomination Template

You may use this template for planning and review purposes only. You must fill out the online application form at http://www.planning.dot.gov/tpea2012 for your nomination to be considered. 

All nominations must be submitted online by December 1st, 2011.


Nomination Form

	Title of the nomination for a Transportation Planning Excellence Award

	Title (project/process)
	

	Nomination Summary 
Enter a description of the project or planning process and its demonstration of excellence in planning. This description will be used in a winners’ publication, should the project be chosen for an award.



(300-400 words) 
	

	Your Information

	Your Name
	

	Agency or Organization
	

	Business Email
	

	Business Phone
	

	How did you hear about this award program?
	

	Nominee Information (Person or organization to receive the award (you may nominate yourself). You may include additional nominees below, however, only the person or organization specified here will attend the awards ceremony should the project be chosen for an award.)  

	Agency or Organization
	

	Email Address
	

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Phone
	

	Street Address 1
	

	Address 2
	

	City
	

	State
	 

	Zip Code
	

	(Optional) Project website
	

	(Optional) Information about additional nominees for the same project/process (team, multiple agencies, etc)
	


	Category.  Select up to three categories that best describe your project. 

	· Asset Management: Transportation asset management is the strategic and systematic process of accounting for, operating, maintaining, upgrading, and expanding physical assets effectively throughout their lifecycle. It focuses on business and engineering practices for resource allocation and utilization, with the objective of better decisionmaking based upon quality information and well-defined objectives.
	· Education and Training: For the TPEA Awards, education and training refers to the process of advancing the state of the practice by improving the knowledge, skills, and abilities of transportation professionals through experience, training, or education.      


	· Emergency Management and Transportation Security: Emergency management planning is the discipline of dealing with and avoiding risks. In Transportation Planning, emergency management planning is often in the form of an Emergency Evacuation Plan and part of the long- range transportation planning process.  Transportation security ensures the protection of people and goods in the transportation system. 
	· Environmental and Transportation Planning Linkage: Transportation and environmental planning linkage is an approach to transportation decisionmaking that identifies and considers environmental, community, and economic factors early in the planning process and carries these issues through the project development, design, and construction phases, to completion.

	· Freight Planning: Freight planning is the practice of identifying and understanding the complexities of freight movement. It identifies issues and concerns and develops strategies in the statewide and metropolitan long-range transportation planning process that work towards improving the movement and distribution of freight.
	· Land-Use and Transportation Integration: This category measures how well the practice of land-use planning, development and investment is tied to the goals and objectives of both short and long-range transportation planning and programming. 


	· Linking Planning and Operations: Linking planning and operations is a joint effort between operations and planning that encompasses the important institutional underpinnings needed for effective Regional Transportation Systems Management and Operations. By linking the activities, transportation professionals can improve traffic operations and management early in the transportation planning process. 

	· Livability/Sustainability: This category incorporates strategies for transportation plans that provide more transportation choices, promote equitable and affordable housing, enhance economics, improve the quality of life for citizens, while supporting existing communities. For the TPEA awards, it is important to emphasize the level of coordinated effort among federal, state and local agencies and the full and transparent leveraging of transportation related investments with value placed on existing communities and neighborhoods.

	· Modeling and Technology Applications 
For the TPEA awards, modeling and technology applications refer to applications that graphically represent or simulate transportation systems, projects, or programs.  
	· Planning Leadership 
Planning leadership may be outstanding individuals or organizations that champion and guide highly effective transportation planning activities.

	· Public Involvement and Outreach 
For the TPEA awards, public involvement and outreach efforts are innovative and/or outstanding means to providing transparency in the transportation.
	· Rural and Small Community Transportation Planning: Rural and small community transportation planning is the process of examining travel and transportation issues and needs in non-metropolitan areas with less than 50,000 people. 

	· Safety Planning: Safety planning is a proactive approach to the prevention of accidents and unsafe transportation conditions by establishing inherently safe transportation networks. Safety planning requires a Transportation Safety Plan for both statewide and metropolitan long-rang transportation planning.
	· Tribal Transportation Planning:  Transportation planning with tribal governments enables communities to identify broad goals and meet tribal transportation needs through informed decisionmaking.

	Funding

	Total Cost of the Project
	

	Funding Source(s) 
Please list the Federal and other Funding sources and percentage of funding from each source. *Please note that the project, plan, or process must have used FHWA or FTA funding in order to be eligible to receive an award. 
	

	In-Kind Funding
Please list the sources and amount of any in-kind contributions and/or donations. 
	

	Project Timeline

	Project/Process Dates. The project/planning process must have been substantially completed within the past three years.


	Date of First Committed Funds
	 

	Date the Project Was Substantially Completed

	 

	Please also explain how the plan was “substantially completed” Was the plan formally adopted by a government agency? Did the plan result in a built project? Was it incorporated into the TIP, STIP, City Plan, etc.? 

	

	Project/Process Description. Enter a short narrative or bulleted list for the following questions.  This description will be used in a winners’ publication, should the project be chosen for an award.


	Project/Process Description:
Enter a short narrative or bulleted list for the following questions. This description will be used in a winners' publication, should the project be chosen for an award.

	

	National Distinction 
What makes this nomination stand out nationally and worthy of award in this category? (100 words or less)
	.

	Successes 
What success was achieved or experienced by the project or as a result of the project? (200 words or less)
	

	Evaluation Process 
What methods have you used to monitor and evaluate the process/project? (200 words or less)

	

	Meets Evaluation Criteria 
How does the project meet the following applicable criteria? (150 words or less for each criterion). 
Nominations will be judged on the top seven highest rated scores.
	 




	Community and Public Involvement 
How did this project successfully engage the community in the planning process? 
	

	Context Sensitive Solutions
How does the effort demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of contexts (local, regional, etc.)? How does the project or process create effective transportation solutions, while preserving and enhancing community and natural environments?
	

	Equity 
What initiatives have been undertaken to ensure that these efforts of this project are implemented in an equitable manner and impacts to individual communities are minimized?
	

	Demonstrated Results/ Effectiveness/ Replication
What has been the result of these efforts? How are results being measured? To what extent can these efforts be replicated by other organizations around the country?
	

	Implementation/Implementation Strategy
Has any part of the planned transportation-related project, plan, idea, model, design, or policy been executed to its final stages?  

 
	

	Innovation
What innovative approaches were used? 

	

	Multimodalism
To what extent do these efforts efficiently address multimodal transportation options, including bicycle, pedestrian, transit, and automobile? 

	

	Partnerships and Collaboration
Was this program created as a collaborative effort? Are public and private partners still at the table?
	

	Potential for Long Term Benefits
What provisions have been used to ensure the long-term viability of this effort?
	

	Please submit a representative photo of the project / process that may be used in the winner's publication, should it be chosen for an award. Instructions for submitting the photo will appear after you submit the application. Photos should be high resolution (300 DPI or 1.5 MB) You may include supplemental materials (not to exceed 10 pages) when you submit your final application. Instructions for this option will appear after you submit your application.

	
For questions, contact Angel Williams at TPEA2012@dot.gov
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